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DURBAN ART 
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(Affiliated to ICADS – International Coalition of Art Deco Societies)

Sub-Committee of IAHT Natal Architectural Heritage Committee

P O Box 3066

4000 DURBAN

Email:  helenore@mweb.co.za 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Annual General Meeting held at 130 Ordnance Road, Durban
19th October 2008 

At our AGM in October 2007, a farewell presentation was made to Dennis and Marianne Claude, who are re-locating to Gauteng.  Dennis however continues to be our ‘roving’ fountain of Art Deco knowledge.  A fun quiz was also held and afterwards Michael Mulholland showed us some of the pictures he has been collecting.  

The January 2008 issue of THE PROPERTY MAGAZINE (KZN issue)  carried a colourful article on Durban’s Art Deco style buildings.

An approach for sponsorship was submitted to ChemSpec who unfortunately turned us down, stating that they prefer to sponsor “sporting events” as such activities afford them greater coverage.

DADS is looking at producing a book on Durban’s Art Deco buildings but funding is needed.  Any ideas would be welcomed, so put on your thinking caps!
Our Vice President, Prof Michael Mulholland, continues to take pictures of Durban’s Art Deco style buildings to update our photographic data base.
We are indebted to the Trustees of Surrey Mansions (thanks to Cynthia) for the use of a storeroom in their building.  This has been painted and fitted with shelves (thanks to Michael and the Wilson’s) to store our Library books and other items.  An official ‘opening’ will be held in the near future and members will receive details of the books we have.
Web Site  :  We continue to be indebted to Andrew Moore who not only sponsors our website but keeps it up to date.  A Buy/Sell item has also recently been added.

Compliments on the web site have been received from as far afield as Australia and Manila in the Philippines.  The web site also carries details of paint colours suitable for use on Art Deco style buildings.
A number of queries are received about Art Deco generally, and we endeavour to assist as much as possible.  A recent inquiry came from a French photojournalist working in Japan who needed information about Cape Town’s Art Deco buildings.  He was visiting Cape Town to take pictures for his Japanese magazine, but could not find anyone to help him.  After finding Durban’s address on the website, he contacted us and we were able to send him a copy of the Cape Town brochure on Art Deco buildings, produced by that city for the 7th World Congress on Art Deco, held in Cape Town and Durban in 2003.
We also continue to supply journalists with text for their articles on Durban’s Art Deco scene, but unfortunately (although always promised) we do not always get to see what they write.  There will be an article in the next issue of Mango’s Air Flight magazine, ‘Juice’.

/ ….
On the education design side, in October/Nov 2007, a slide show was given to DUT’s Bridging Year students who then were asked to produce a high quality Art Deco design for CD sleeves, a way to relate to their city.

In April 2008 a slide presentation was given to DUT’s Dept of Architectural Technology & Interior Design students on Durban’s Art Deco buildings and the influence of Art Deco  design from Paris, Singapore to India, Australia, New Zealand and the USA, Brazil, etc., in all design spheres: fashion, jewellery, fast cars, trains, air flight, ceramics, Hoovers, etc.  

25th April 2008  -  DUT’s Interior Design students were conducted on a bus/walking tour of Durban’s Art Deco style buildings.  They also visited the Art Deco display at the Old Court House Museum in Aliwal Street.  This display has been a real gem in showing the influence of Art Deco on original clothing, chairs, cars, jewellery, etc.   Many thanks to the staff of the Old Court House Museum for a really professional display.  Following their tour, the students had to present a paper on the subject for their Design Theory III programme.

1st June 2008  -  we were afforded a  look at Charles Wilkins’ wonderful collection of Art Deco style furniture, books, lamps and collectables from around the world.  He also gave us a brief talk on how he has gone about assembling his collection.
27th July 2008  -  Ricki Gray (expert on antiques and collectables) presented an interesting illustrated talk on the life and work of Clarice Cliff, a world renowned English ceramic designer of the Art Deco period, a great deal of whose work was exported to the Colonies.
We are also participating in the pilot study of the IAHT Architectural Heritage Committee’s Heritage Recording project.
We have, through our website, made a friend in Pascale Petit,  a mechanical engineer in the mining and minerals industries, living and working in Johannesburg.  She is a great fan of Art Deco style buildings, as well as an enthusiastic member of the Park Town Heritage Trust.  Pascale has been sending us interesting information and pictures of Art Deco style buildings in the Gauteng area, and we will be seeing some of her slides.

Nina Saunders (City Architects, Architecture & Buildings Department) who represented DADS at the 8th World Congress on Art Deco in New York City (May 2005), will be making a presentation on Durban’s winning Bid to host the prestigious XXVII UIA (Union Internationale des Architects) Congress here in Durban in 2014.  The Bid was made, and won, at this year’s congress in the northern Italian city of Turin.
As we have, in world terms, a good collection of Art Deco buildings we must ensure that they are well maintained not only for 2010 and the 2014 UIA Congress, but for posterity and tourism.  Many of these buildings have unique decorations of animal and bird patterns with an African influence.
In April 2009, the 10th World Congress on Art Deco will be held in Montreal, Canada, and this is an excellent way to see and get to know a city.  In 2011 we can all visit Brazil for the 11th World Congress on Art Deco!

JEAN  POWELL
President
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