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DURBAN ART 

DECO SOCIETY

(Affiliated to ICADS – International Coalition of Art Deco Societies)

Sub-Committee of

Itafa Amalinde Heritage Trust Architectural Heritage Committee, Durban 


P O Box 3066, 4000 DURBAN

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 
TUESDAY - 19th May 2009 

at 5.15 p.m. at 12 Second Avenue, Greyville

Present:
Jean Powell

Mike Mulholland

Cynthia Carrick



Donald Davies
Helen Labuschagne   
Neil Coppen, Journalist, Sunday Times Lifestyle section (guest)
Apologies:
Martin Burnett
Patrick Leeman
Noted:
Mike will be away 7th to 26th June 2009 (inclusive).
1.
Minutes of meeting held on 23rd March, 2009 had been distributed together with the Agenda for the current meeting.
2.
Correspondence received
· From Sandra Cohen-Rose, President Art Déco Montréal, agreeing to be Durban’s proxy at the Montréal Congress ICADS meeting.  She knows Durban as she had attended the 7th World Congress on Art Deco® held in Cape Town and Durban in 2003.  A copy of the DADS current report and follow-up letter have been sent to her.

· From the Collector Magazine re possibility of an Art Deco feature article in the magazine, which caters for antiques, collectables and decorative arts.  

· From Neil Coppen, Journalist for the Sunday Times Lifestyle section re possible story.
· From Rory Cunningham, President, Art Deco Society of Los Angelos thanking us for our current report.

3.
FUNCTIONS – past:
· March 3rd:  DADS had taken an enthusiastic group of DUT Third Year  Department of Architectural Technology and Interior Design students on a morning inner city walking-cum-bus tour to look at Art Deco style buildings.  This is a small part of their curriculum.  DUT supplied transport.
· April 21st and 28th and May 5th:  Jean Powell’s three lectures for Life Long Learning KZN, held at Memorial Tower Building, UKZN Campus, were interesting and well attended.
Pending:

· May 31st:  Sunday afternoon function at the home of Charmaine and Greg Greyling, to view their collection of Art Deco style furniture, etc.
Dan and Mavis Barrett of D’Urban Accommodation have kindly offered to sponsor wine.  
· Bus-cum-walking tour of Art Deco style buildings in the inner city, ending at the Art Deco exhibition at the Old Court House Museum in Aliwal Street.  
Helen to get bus costs.  
Do this before the exhibition is taken down, probably end June.
Invite tourist guides to come along so that they can learn about Durban’s Art Deco scene.

· Archives Room opening:

July 26th from 2.30 p.m. on the roof and in the Archives Room.

· Proposed week-end visit to Moçambique

Leaving early Friday returning Sunday.  Using Mike’s kombi (+/- 8 people), transport, accommodation, etc.  Cost +/- R 1 200. 

Include details in next circular, asking for indications of interest.
· AGM (held in October last year).  Franco Frescura has offered to give a talk on Art Deco postage stamps, etc.  Agreed.
4.
EXHIBITIONS


Consider an exhibition of new photographs, possible at the Alliance Française. 
5.
FINANCE

Bank balance:  R 3 836,73.
ICADS subs due.
6.
MAINTENANCE
· Motivation – send Dennis Claude’s letter to Dr Sutcliffe with visuals.
· Vivian Attwood, Daily News, will write on maintenance or other suitable item.
· Donald Davies explained the problems which arise from spalling.

7.
RESEARCH

· New photographs of most important buildings, also showing non-maintenance, to be recorded for easy reference.  (Mike and Donald)
· Art Deco book finance:  Ask Eric Apelgren (Head: International & Governance Relations, eThekwini Municipality) to speak to Suncoast Casino management about funding.

Estimated cost:  R 500 000. 

Donald Davies to ascertain who the General Manager is.

· DADS is participating in the Itafa Amalinde Heritage Trust (IAHT) Architectural Heritage Committee’s pilot recording project.  This is presently in abeyance.
8.
eThekwini Municipality Architectural Department 

City Route Maps for 2010 and World Congress of the International Union of Architects in Durban in 2014
· DADS to submit their information by end June.  Helen trying to contact Nic Combrink re next meeting.
9.
GENERAL

· Items to be followed up by Secretary:
· List of Persons ‘friendly’ towards DADS such as persons in Johannesburg (Petit Pascale), Cape Town, overseas, etc.
· Positioning of DADS nationally and internationally as the best Representative of Art Deco in South Africa.  
Secretary has written to ICADS setting out the difference between DADS and CT-ADS, the latter having been defunct for some time.  

ICADS did reply that CT-ADS has been taken off their data base.

· List of Persons specializing in Aspects of Art Deco such as:

a.) Buildings;   b.) Art;   c.) Glassware;   d.) Furniture;   e.) Fashion.  

This could be put onto the website.
· KZN-SA Resource Library:  This has now been established.  KZN-SA received an amount of R 100 000 from SEMTrust which has been used for a sophisticated shelf system.  
Agreed to donate a book on Art Deco to them.  Jean to arrange.

· AD Flyer – Helen handed out copies.  Jean would like to change the format.
· Book Marks  -  agreed to make book marks as previous, for use as publicity.
· Publication “Durban WHAT’S ON”
Under Tours and Day Trips, mention is made of Durban’s Art Deco buildings, but no contact details.  Follow up with the Editor to see that contact details for DADS are included in their next publication.




(Helen)

· When suitable, Donald will contact James Seymour, who is in tourism, to discuss publicity for DADS. 
* * * * * 
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                           _______________________________________________________________________
JEAN POWELL (President)   phone: (27 - 31) 266 3082

e-mail:   terencep@saol.com;  24 Palmiet Drive, Westville, South Africa 3629

MICHAEL MULHOLLAND (Vice President)   Phone  (27 – 31)  309 1842

email: mulholla@ukzn.ac.za, 12 Second Avenue, Greyville Durban, South Africa 4001

www.durbandeco.org.za  /  info@durbandeco.org 

