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Newsletter
21st May 2008 
To our Art Deco friends and fanatics

Apologies for our slow start to the year but we are now busy setting up an interesting new programme which includes the following:
· June 1st :  a visit to an ardent collector of Art Deco style furniture, lighting and books;

· a slide talk, by a connoisseur, on the work of Clarice Cliff of Bizarre Pottery fame;
· a walk about of Art Deco sculptures; 
· a slide talk on four famous women Art Deco designers.
Fund Raising:  This will be our fund raising year so that we can continue to promote Durban’s Art Deco, pay our secretary, look at publishing a book of our buildings, promote educational tours, etc., etc.  If you have any ideas to help, please let us know.

ICADS news (International Coalition of Art Deco Societies)

The ICADS 9th World Congress on Art Deco held last year in Melbourne, Australia, was a great success and attended by various Art Deco Societies from around the world.  Although DADS was unable to attend, we sent a News Sheet of our activities.
In 2009 the 10th Congress on Art Deco will be held in Montreal, Canada; and in 2011 the 11th Congress will possibly be held in Paris France and Saint-Quentin near Reims.
Anyone interested in attending either of these events should let us know, so that we can send you full details.  It’s a marvellous way to see a city.  Nearby cities are also visited as pre- and post-conference events.
Durban Art Deco Society have also been busy on the educational front with a slide lecture for D.U.T. architectural students, on the Art Deco era and Durban’s Art Deco scene, and then a bus tour with D.U.T. Interior Design students, visiting some of the well known Art Deco buildings in the city and on the Berea.

The exhibition on various aspects of Art Deco in Durban is still on in the Exhibition Room of the Old Court House Museum (in Aliwal Street). This is really interesting and those who have missed it or wish to see it again should hurry along.  There are beautiful bead dresses, shoes and bags, two chairs designed  by Corbusier, some Lalique vases as well as miniature cars - all of the era, and well displayed against a backdrop of large blow ups of some of Durban’s Art Deco buildings.
Visiting hours:  Monday to Saturday 8.30 – 4 p.m., and Sundays 11,00 – 4 p.m.  Traffic is much quieter on a Sunday.

The owners of Enterprise Building (built 1931) are being taken to court for non-compliance with Development Control procedures.
Berea Court is to have its interesting stained glass windows and door lights repaired.
At present many Art Deco buildings are quite shabby, but there are reports that owners are thinking of repainting.
Surrey Mansions have given the society a room in which we will be displaying our books, photographs, memorabilia, etc., and we are very excited about this.
Jean Powell, President
__________ 

ICADS - the International Coalition of Art Deco Societies was founded by Barbara Capitman who, through her tireless efforts, was responsible for the “saving” of Miami’s South Beach Art Deco buildings.  There are now some thirty member societies throughout the world.
As well as the International Coalition of Art Deco Societies (ICADS), Barbara Capitman also founded the Miami Design Preservation League and the Miami Beach Community Development Corporation.  
VISIT FLORIDA has now granted its inaugural Honor Roll Award to Barbara Capitman.

In selecting her for the award, the organisation cited Capitman’s work as a historic preservationist.  She died in Miami Beach in 1990.)  
